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Our First President and 
Political Parties 
Mr. McMurray 
HUSH 

+
Washington’s 
Presidency 

n  He was the consensus choice to be the first President. 

n  Served from 1789-1797 

n  Since he is the first president, his actions set precedent. 
n  Whiskey Rebellion – use of federal power 

n  First cabinet – advisors and dept. heads 

n  Two terms – not until FDR (1940’s) does a president serve longer 
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+
Washington’s Presidency 

n Watch the video on Washington.  

n While you watch, take notes on 
the following: 
n Interesting facts about him 
n Notable events during his 

presidency 
n The things that will define his 

legacy 

+ Development of Political Parties: 
Hamilton v. Jefferson 

n  So forget Washington’s Warning! Rivalry leads to a two-party 
system 

n  Hamilton’s supporters became known as Federalists 
n  Strong central government 

n  Educated elite should rule 

n  Jefferson’s supporters became known as Democratic-
Republicans 
n  Strong state governments 

n  Power lies with the people/voters 

n  Nation survives the transfer of power in 1800 election 
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+ Development of Political Parties: 
Hamilton v. Jefferson 

Answer 
in your 
notes. 

+Development of Political Parties: 
Hamilton v. Jefferson 
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+ The “American Cincinnatus” rides 
into the sunset… 

n  Read and annotate Washington’s 
Farewell Address. 

n  In the address, Washington 
famously and prophetically warns 
against 1. foreign entanglements, 
2. political parties, and 3. 
geographical distinctions. 
n  Find 1-2 sections of text that best 

provide evidence for each of these 
warnings. 

n  Label them using the number coding 
above. 

n  Write a paragraph in your notes 
about how you feel Washington’s 
warnings are manifested in today’s 
society. 


